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“up to his employers, right up to lus neigh~

‘daughter Miriam, 25, was. denied a security "

. congressional. - commxttee - investigating - the,
‘assassmauom of ‘the Kennedys ond Martin l
) Luiher K_n.g Jr. Miriam’s record was not. the .
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?-By Thomas Vloxgan ) \
277 washington Past Sttt Writer .

John Rudder knew 30-odd years ago that

he-wes _being watched. “The-FBL men in:

three-piece suits:and fedoras would go right

bors — 'ghr. up to. John.Rudder — and aslr.
questions. - e
: “th:m you domg now, John"” the men
would: ask, as they climbed from Wasnmgton
street corners.into.the cab h&drove during & .
time when the headlines were of- President:
Eisenhower; the Korean War and the Rosen-
berg spy trials. “Arsyoureadytotalx""

 He never 'was -a£ least ot to the neatly

“Three -decades: later, “Rudder, 56, 'ﬁnall},,
learned. the ‘extent of\the FBI. investigation .
into-his life during 'the 19508 and "60s.. His-

‘clearance in. 1977- as a\raearch aide with a

problem. Her father’s was..:

"The FBY had compxled exght volumes on
John"‘indder by 1967, when surveillance,
ended, and had labeled him. atyCommr\;nmtv

before. In its.1977. security report .on
l\el?:am, the FBI mentioned that she had
attended a “subversive”, secular Jewish school -
at. age 10, The "CIA, “which also- reviewed
Miriam’s -security status for the committee, i
Tecommended that she be denied clearance
Tiot Decause- Of anything she bad done, bu
Tecause: of her parents’ long history of pro-
test actvity. Miriam was bound to have close
bonds of afiection to them, the CIA reported)

“Rep. Lous Stokes- (D-Ohio), the commit+
tee chacman and humsell a former street-
y%gﬂhts activist, had the power
to veto recommendhhon, but he dxd]
noh, ;. o sl

" “There “was nothmg else 1: could do, .
‘Stokes says. “It’s not- my job to get ‘her clear-

ance. I'did about all I could do.”'-'ir Vil ‘

So, long after popular-opinion has come to-
share John Rudder’s. disgust for-racial-dis:>
crimination, the Vietnam War and’ ary nums> ‘
ber of other causes hahas championed, the
discredited FBI tactics used against him have;

kept his daughter-from getting.a job.’ [Since=|

then; she has bounced from temporary job-to-]
temporary job, and ‘been penodxcally unem-
\ployed,wshenstodaylw,,, Proces

‘.wasnstill black: A white enlisted Ma-|
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Pays a

“%Lam not a Commumst, says John
Rudder today. “I've never been* ‘a

. meiiber of the Communist Party.”:

. Nonetheless, those FBI files, Rud1
. der‘believes, kept him — and now hiy
daughter — from getting and keeping
a geod- job and from becoming: the
civilirights lawyer he had once hoped]

‘tO"'be L ? - !~ ;-..,-»— calt

 Rudder and his wife, Dorls, ‘wha

‘marehed with--him - on" picket - lines;
‘werehever leaderd of any movement.
- Theywere not tHe Lillian® Hellmaris
-and=Arthur' Millers ‘who eventually
came to be respected for their princi-
‘pled' stands. The Rudders were anon-

ymous ~foot soldiers” whom'the 'FBI|

etgcylay_ “ vyould not even be
Féllowmg in the spmt of her pa.rﬂ
ent£ Miriam is’ now suing.the FBL.
And¥more than-40.million people re-|
cently watched CBS’ “60 Minutes” tell:
her'story That report — except' for
occasional newspaper. photos of John,
or:Doris toting protest signs on the
streét — was' the first publicity thew
fandly has ever received.
" 'The-Rudders have been a ﬁxture in;
‘the small world of Washington protest
,for Jthree decades. Protest has orga-.
nizedk their lives and taught values to |
1thex? chxldren Protest also has given
meaning to: John Rudder’s life —-
muc}r of which has been spent work- |
ing -at.odd jobs and l.wmg in publxc
housmg B A
Johm and Doris Rudder mhented.
from - their labor “activist fa-'
rs- Jand — much +as" doctors. ‘and;
]awyem routinely raise children whos
'become- doctors. and- ‘lawyers — have;’
,raxsecf children in their independent:’

;mold. But there-has been a price, - .-
hn Rudder is a black Quaker. His'
,wﬁ&,ﬁDons, is white® and Jewish.. l'.ni
ithe /1950s that. in ifself was protest. .=
“The-son- of a Baptist deacon" and
1ra11road laborer” from Paducah, - Ky
Rudder started adulthood with’ great;
'promise, He was graduated from Pur-.
idue: University- and in 1949 became'
sonenof. the ﬁmt black ofﬁcers in. tlxe'
Manne Corps. :: e
- Phesident Truman had mhegrated
thef:prmed forces the year before, but
iat. Bis, first ‘assignment. in Quanhoo,
.Va.,_ Rudder was. reminded that. he

Y

eS.tried -to-stop -him. from sitting’
Whltooﬁcersat’thebmtheahr‘
éﬁhewenttothebasepool,wmta.
<Ku . Klux.- Klansmen:~ were
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